
1 
 

Classification: 
Part 1 – Public 
 
Key Decision: 
No 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gravesham Borough Council 
 
Report to: Crime and Disorder Scrutiny Committee 
 
Date: 18 February 2015 
 
Reporting Officer: Kath Donald, Strategic Manager (Community Safety Unit)  
 
Subject: Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety Strategic 

Assessment 2014 
 
Purpose and summary of report: 
The attached Appendix is the Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety Strategic 
Assessment 2014 completed by Gravesham’s Community Safety Unit (CSU) on behalf of 
our joint Community Safety Partnership (CSP).  It is provided to the Crime and Disorder 
Scrutiny Committee in order that Members can be aware of the process that has been 
followed and the data upon which decisions have been taken in identifying the new key 
priorities for the forthcoming financial year. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Members are asked to: 
 

a) Consider and comment upon the content of the Strategic Assessment; 
 

b) Endorse the priorities for 2015-16 as identified within the Strategic Assessment and 
agree that a new Partnership Community Safety Plan be developed to address them.  

 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The Strategic Assessment is produced annually for the joint Dartford and Gravesham 

Community Safety Partnership (CSP).  The primary purpose is to assess current 
levels of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour (ASB) and to provide an 
opportunity for existing strategic priorities to be reviewed and revised if necessary to 
reflect changing circumstances.  The completion of an annual Assessment is a legal 
requirement established by the provisions of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (as 
revised by the Police Reform Act 2002). 

 
1.2 The Strategic Assessment process is intended to ensure that decisions taken are 

based on sound evidence.  Data has been provided by a wide range of partner 
agencies, chiefly for the 12-month period 1 October 2013-30 September 2014 and 
comparisons are drawn, where possible, between our performance locally and that of 
other Kent Districts and those areas falling within our Most Similar Group (MSG). 

 



2 
 

1.3 An Executive Summary can be found at the beginning of the Assessment (pg. 3) 
together with recommendations for future work.  A ‘theme ranking process’ is used to 
ensure that an objective approach is taken in assessing which issues should remain 
or become priorities in the new financial year and the results of this process are also 
included in the Assessment (pg.49).  

 
1.4 Members may also be interested in the sections of the Assessment at the end of 

each of the crime categories that highlight key multi-agency work that has taken 
place in the last 12 months.   

 
2.  The priorities for 2015-16 
 
2.1 The Dartford and Gravesham CSP meeting held in January 2015 considered the 

content of the Assessment and approved the proposed priorities for 2015-16.  A new 
Community Safety Plan will shortly be drawn up to address these and a draft plan will 
be presented to the CSP in March 2015 in order that (subject to any amendments) it 
can come into effect on 1 April at the beginning of the new financial year.  

 
2.2 Sub-Groups of the Main CSP will be actively involved in determining and co-

ordinating the delivery of projects and initiatives that will be delivered to tackle the 
priority issues and reports on progress being made will be fed back to the CSP 
Support Group on a quarterly basis. 

 
2.3 The priorities that will form the basis of Partnership activity in 2015-16 (all deemed 

equally important) are: 
 

• Violent crime and domestic abuse; 
• Anti-social behaviour (incorporating criminal damage relating to ASB); 
• Acquisitive and property crime; 
• Substance misuse; 
• Reducing re-offending; 
• Road safety. 

 
2.4 Each of the above is discussed in detail within the Assessment itself. 

 
2.5 These priorities are closely aligned to those of the Kent Police and Crime 

Commissioner and those that will be contained in County-wide community safety 
planning. 

 
 

2. Appendices 
 
 Appendix – Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety Strategic Assessment 2014 
 
3. Background Papers 
 

None (All data sources are acknowledged throughout the Strategic Assessment). 
 
 
 


